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Cleopatra is one of the most famous women in Egyptian history and perhaps all of history. 
However, many people do not realize that Cleopatra, or Cleopatra VII Philopator, was not 
Egyptian at all. She was descended from a Greek general of Alexander the Great who 
inherited the kingdom after Alexander’s early death.

1.	 At the time of Ptolemy XII’s death, Cleopatra was around 18 years old and her 
brother, Ptolemy XIII, was around 11 years old. As Cleopatra, write a plan explaining 
how you will gain control of Egypt instead of your brother.
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2.	 Later, while at war with Ptolemy, Cleopatra meets with Julius Caesar, a Roman 
general with a great deal of power in the region. As Cleopatra, write a speech 
convincing Julius Caesar to support you and to help you kill your brother. 

3.	 After Cleopatra and Mark Antony’s troops are defeated by Augustus in battle, 
Cleopatra commits suicide rather than be brought to Rome in humiliation. As 
Cleopatra, write a diary entry on the last day of your life.
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